This Week 


Off Broadway planned for a Nov 
17 opening of a new theatre at the site 
of the Cafe Society Downtown, | Sher- 
idan Square with a new play by Will- 
iam Gibson, Dinny and the Witches . 
The 199 seat theatre, still unnamed , 
will be managed by Kelcey Marechal 
and Martin Loren and the Gibson play 
will be presented by Jess Kimmel and 
Alfred Stern. Gibson's The Miracle 
Worker opens on Broadway Oct 19. 
The new playhouse will have its seats 
arranged on movable platforms. 


Plays 


Harry Belafonte has become a 
co-producer of Moonbirds due Oct 7 
at Cort...New opening dates set for 
Cheri Oct 12 at Morosco, Golden Fleec- 
ing Oct 15 at Miller, Flowering Cherry 
Oct 21 at Lyceum...The Visit with 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne to 
start nationwide tour Sept 23 in Wil - 
mington, and will appear at NY City 
Center March 5 for two weeks ... 
Greenwillow musical by Frank Loes - 
ser-Lesser Samuels to be presented 
Feb 4 at Alvin ...Skyscraper musical 
to be written by Carolyn Leigh and Cy 
Coleman, presented by Cy Feuer and 
Ernest Martin next winter... Unsink- 
able Mrs. Brown musical to be direct- 
ed by Dore Schary next spring... Play- 
wrights Co.denies Variety story that 
it will drop its name and become the 
sole producing organization of Roger 
Stevens. Stevens explained that the 
present company will be dissolved and 
re-formed under the same name and 
same policies of production. 


Players 


Carolyn Groves replaced Dolores 
Hart, Pleasure of His Company... 
Jeffrey Lynn to replace Hal March,Two 
for Seesaw, Sept 10, Latter to start nat- 
ional tour of play Sept 23 in Norfolk... 
Four young blind children will appear 
in the first scene of The Miracle Work- 
er . John Marriott also joined cast ... 
“Arthur Treacher signed for Time' s 
Fool... William Prince featured in The 
Highest Tree... Farley Granger to co- 
star in The Warm Peninsula... Bert 
Thorn joined Goodbye Charlie... Jane 
Darwell and Carol Brice signed for 
Saratoga...Leif Erickson to co-star 
with Ginger Rogers and Agnes Moore- 
head in The Pink Jungle. 


Playhouses 


7 30 PM Wed curtain which was 
to commence Oct 28 postponed until 
next season by League of NY Theatres 
at request of theatre party agents and 
patrons . Latter claimed they had al- 
ready arranged their evening's activ- 
ities on the basis of an 8 30 curtain. 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


Calendar 


Shakuntala-St Marks 9/9 
Pilgrim Productions presents Indian 
romance by fifth century poet Kali - 
dasa, staged by Lee Morgan...Ham - 
let- Little (5 W 63) 9/9. Arthur Reel 
presents drama with Henry Calvert 
When The Saints Have Fallen -Jan 


Hus- 9/10. Bess Elliott presents new 


drama by Fred Lawrence Guiles. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Ralph Bellamy to repeat role 
of FDR in film version of Sunrise at 
Campobello , written and directed by 
Dore Schary for Warners... Laurence 
Olivier to star in The Entertainer film 
directed by Tony Richardson, produced 
by Harry Saltzman... West Side Story 
to be filmed next year by Mirisch Co. - 
Robert Wise...Richard III was title ot 
"medieval Western" movie that Eisen- 
hower and Macmillan were to screen 
at Chequers. 


Theatre TV Notes 


The Man.in the Dog Suit to be 
presented on NBC Nov 13 with Art 
Carney... Charles Bickford added to 
Winterset due Oct 26 on NBC...CBS 
Ed Sullivan to present Ethel Merman 
in a scene from Gypsy Oct 4 and Art 
Lund and Dolores Gray in a scene from 
Destry Rides Again Oct 23...Tempest 
to be presented Feb 2 on NBC Hall of 
Fame with Maurice Evans, Richard Bur- 
ton, Roddy McDowall, It was taped in 
July. 


Theatre Book Notes 


Ping Pong by Arthur Adamov 
published by Grove Press ($3. 50) 
... Julia Sanderson, 72,in retirement 
at Springfield, Mass. has started her 
autobiography. 


Vaudeville 


Harry Belafonte to appear at 
Palace in Dec. 


Notes 


Sound of Music Times display ad 
urges ticket-buyers to specify " days 
of the week" instead of specific dates 
and seats in ordering, plus alternate 
days of the week. 


Moscow 


Death of a Salesman, West Side 
Story and Career to be presented in 
Russia later this year, Soviet Minist- 
er of Culture announced. USSR has 
also joined UNESCO's International 
Theatre Institute. 


NY 17 NY 
T.M, Kraus 


Off Broadway 


Mark Twain Tonight! closed 
prior to national tour starting Oct 3 
..- Antigone switched opening date 
at East 74th St Theatre from Sept 9 
to Sept 15... Actors Equity asked 
Henry Calvert to withdraw from the 
title role of Hamlet because pro - 
ducer Arthur Reel is on the union 's 
list of defaulting producers as a re- 
sult of June 1958 An Enemy of the 
People produc tion. But actor, age 40, 
intends to play long-sought role ... 
Shaw Festival Repertory presenting 
$l "Scotchman's Matinees" weekends. 


Boris Tumarin and Renee Tay- 
lor joined Three Sisters... N-ncy 
Pollock and Lou Antonio added to 
The Power of Darkness.,..Tani Seitz 
to have sole female role in The Con- 
federates... Mark Schoenberg with- 
drew as co-producer of All The King's 
Men to direct Robert Penn Warren 
play Oct 15 at East 74th St. 


College Theatre 


Three day symposium on develop- 
ing new methods for training talent for 
all branches of the professional theatre 
to be held Sept lo-13 at Royal Poinciana 
Playhouse , Palm Beach, Fla.Prof. 
Sawyer Falk, Syracuse Univ.to be general 
chairman...Dr Hal J Todd, Idaho State 
Univ, is touring with Heartbreak House 
as director-observer during revival 's 
pre-Broadway tryout. Project is backed 
by New Dramatist Committee. 


Shakespeare 


John Houseman resigned as the 
artistic director of American Shakes- 
peare Festival Theatre, St ratford, Conn 
in a policy dispute with the trustees . 
Lawrence Langer, chairman of the board, 
announced that the national tour, which 
Houseman wanted to start this winter, 
could not begin until next winter due to 
the time needed for fund raising. Sum- 
mer season ends Sept 13. 


Foreign Language Theatre 


Chicago audiences viewed both 
Spanish and English productions of 
Los Soles Truncos by Puerto Rican 
playwright Rene Marques. San Juan's 
Tapia Theatre presented it in Spanish 
at Goodman Theatre, while Caicago Comm- 
unity Theatre presented it in English at 
Museum of Science and Industry. Plays 
presented in connection with Pan Amer- 
ican Games in Chicago. 
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EDINBURGH FESTIVAL 


Breakspear in Gastony by Eric Linklater presented at 


Gateway Theatre, Edinburgh is a disappointment as the Fest- 
ival's sole new play, reports Darlington, Times. Set in med- 
ieval France it has an exciting main plot about a satanist 

monk who tried to take advantage of the invention of gunpowder 
to found an empire, and it is also written with distinction, Yet 
somehow on the stage it dragged and dwindled, its action seemed 
unexpectedly slow, its dialogue unexpectedly verbose... Three 
Estates Scottish morality play staged by Tyrone Guthrie at the 
Assembly Hall was packed with theatrical virtue, critic raved. 
Guthrie has handled the revival of the Festival favorite with all 
his old brilliance so that it seems as fresh as ever... Fratircide 
Punished , a pirated version of "Hamlet" played by European 
touring companies in the 17th Century, presented by the Birming- 
ham Repertory Theatre, with Gammer Gurton's Needle provides 
the Festival with a double bill of two antique jests played with 
spirit. Reviewer suggests first play would be funnier if it had 
been played completely dead pan. 


ACTRESS LECTURES ON THEATRE WAYS 


June mavoc, The Warm Peninsula, lectured at Seven Arts 
Center before a group of acting students intend on discovering 
what lessons she nas learned from her acting career, Little , 
Herald Tribune , reports. Actress-author felt that the theatre 
today was in a very good climate, for the intellectual curiosity 
of all people in the arts is much higher today than it was twenty 
years ago. She believes that the director's main job is to give 
the actor a chance to express himself in his role and that a good 
director is the one who doesn't stop the working processes of a 
creative actor. Her contract always gives her the right to get 
around the lines in the script if she wants, an item that she al- 
ways finds she is better with than without. 


DRAMA EDITOR ABROAD 


Sean O'Casey at his Torquay, England, home, and Strat- 
ford-on-Avon director Peter Hall, were interviewed by Funke, 
Times on his European busman's holiday. O'Casey is looking 
forward with an air of anticipation for the first English product- 
ion of Cock-a-Doodle Dandy, now at tne Edinburgh Festival but 
due Sept 17 at Royal Court, London, Times drama editor detailed. 
He also intends on seeing his play in London, the first London ’ 
play ne will nave seen since his own production of Red Roses for 
Me during World War II. He will not attend the opening night 
because he feels that night belongs to the actors and the director. 
Play is his favorite, a play of hope, of youth, of resolution and 
resurrection of life. It has everything that O'Casey thinks the 
theatre should have-comedy, music, dancing, painting, poetry. 

80 year old author is working on three projects including a play 
called Figuro in the Night about a strange statue that appears 
in Dublin and commits a naughty act...Hall starting his term 
as director of the English festival, has changed the apron of 
the stage so it projects into the audience to create a greater 
intimacy and to bring it a little closer to the Elizabethan 
style, he told Funke. 29 year old director, who staged London's 
first lonesco and Beckett plays, is considered a bit of a rad- 
ical in the English theatre,drama editor noted, His current 
direction of A Midsummer Night's Dream discarded all the 
traditions that have grown up around the play,including the 
Mendelssohn music, while his direction of Coriolanus with 
Laurence Olivier has been widely hailed for its vigor and 
directness, 


TICKET SELLER 50 YEARS 


Ellen Beamish, treasurer of the Golden Theatre, cele- 
brated fifty years as a box-office employee this week during 
the run of the playhouse's current tenant Billy Barnes Revue. 
She started at the Sullivan-Considine Theatre, Duluth, Minn in 
1909 at $5 per week and has been working for the Shuberts' 
since 1915, she told Calta, Times. The persistent request for 
center seats is her pet peeve, she wishes someone would com- 
pose a Satirical song about it. She believes that a good box - 
office treasurer must have patience, love the theatre and have 
respect for people... Victor Borge, when his one-man show 
played the Golden, would stand in the box-office regularly to 
get a good look at the patrons, she told McDougal, World Tele- 
gram & Sun. Al Jolson also would spend time at the box-office, 
selling tickets for 15 minutes before curtain time. 


NEWS 


SUMMARY 


CONTINUED 


Winter Stock 


F. Cowles Strickland to be a resident director of Arena 
Stages, Washington. D,C,.,Night Must Fall with John Saxon 
to open fall season at North Jersey Playhouse, Fort Lee, NJ. 
Fund raising campaiga feel short of required $10,000 for fall 
season, but increased attendance due to its publicity has in- 
sured keeping theatre open. 


Other Broadways 


Julie Haydon to tour in one woman show entitled Realm 
ofa Critic starting Oct 7 in Detroit . Program by actress - 
widow of George Jean Nathan is based on late critic's impres- 
sions on theatre and will include scenes from The Glass Mena- 
gerie, The Time of Your Life and Shadow and Substance ... 

La Plume de ma Tante second company to be chosen in France 
will present same material as NY cast. Tour will open after 
Christmas, 


London 


The Love Doctor musical by Robert Wright and George 
Forrest with Albert Marre director opens pre-London tour 
Aug 27 at Manchester... Flower Drum Song to be presented 
in London this fall. 


LINCOLN 
j%SQUARE 
PLANS 


Five plays a year presented by a repertory company 
of fifteen to twenty planned by Robert Whitehead, drama 
consultant to Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, for 
the 1200 seat theatre which will open in 1962, he detailed 
to Ross, Herald Tribune. The most important responsi - 
bility will be to develop an American theatre tradition and 
heritage, but some of the ancient and contemporary classics 
will also be presented, The theatre will do the very finest 
things judged by professional standards, not just the things 
that have promise. A four year theatre school with its own 
student theatre will be limited to 80 young actors and act- 
resses, A foundation grant to be used only if productions 
do not make a profit is sought for the project. 


Top ticket prices are expected to be about $5, with 
cast members paid a bit below Broadway standards but 
guranteed a long term of work, Eero Saarinen is designing 
the exterior of the theatre and Jo Mielziner the interior . 


SUMMER 


EVENTS 


Summer theatre productions of interest this week 
include--- 


NY--The Flowering Peach at Blauvelt.,. Darkness 
at Noon at Buffalo...Mr. Mother Goose by J L Rodale at 
Fishkill,,.Rashomon at Northport. 


NJ--Compulsion at Landing.. -Ring Round the Moon 
at Middlesex...Time Remembered with Frances Starr at 
Millburn.,.The Boy Friend at Pine Brook. 


Penn-Getting Gertie'sGarter at Mt Gretna ...Blind 
Alley at Irwin, ; 


= 


GREEN 
ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


PLAYWRIGHTS' PLANS...No matter what the Playwrights' 
Company is called after the 1959-60 season, Coleman, 
Mirror, predicts it will continue to play an important 
role in the destiny of US theatre... Playwrights'' Com- 
pany and Theatre Guild must survive as forces in to- 
day's and tomorrow's theatre, and not just as corpor- 
ate holding companies, urges Chapman, News. A good 
reputation should not be let to die. 


COLUMN TIPS...Song of Norway which closed last week 
lost $100, 000 due to 12 rainy nights this summer , 
reports Watt, News...Elia Kazan will head the Re - 
pertory Theatre at Lincoln Square hears Lapole, Jour- 
nal American...Helen Hayes wants to do a one woman 
show a la John Gielgud, notes Graham, Mirror. 

TWO CRITICS PANNED..."You bad mans" Genevieve , 

Can-Can, informed McClain, Journal American, at an 

after opening reception of Central Park musical, re- 

viewer admitted when he told French singer that he 
never cared for 1953 Cole Porter musical...A gallant 
spectacle is to see NBC Jack Paar tilting chivalrously 
at the doltish critic (Watts, Post) who quibbles about 

Genevieve's genius, Post aisle-sitter relates. Watts 

suggests that she might be a valuable stage acquistion 

if she relaxed her Gallic charm a trifle , including her 
accent which seems to grow more French the longer 
she is in US, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Score one for repertory in behalf 
of the Living Theatre's The Connection which from 
all appearances will be running for many months to 
come inspite of the critics, points out Living Theatre 
producer Julian Beck in a note to "CD"...'"We docare 
are what critics say" answer back Mary Martin, Rich- 
ard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein, Russel Crouse, and 
Howard Lindsay to Walker, News, who doubted it in 
face of Sound of Music's $2 million advance sale.... 
NY Shakespeare Festival is doing fine minus a new 
$250,000 Central Park theatre points out a Herald 
Tribune reader. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..Ah, There O'Neill !1! seems a 
more apt title for the musical version of Ah, Wilder- 
ness, than the current Take Me Along, to Gaver, 
UPI- World Telegram Sun... Current critical opinion 
among most NY reviewers is that nobody concerned 
with the theatre is a crook, that both playwright and 
actors are decent people, anxious to make a living, and 
that in their failure to please the public they have not 
broken a Federal statute, surmises McClain, Journal 
American. 

PRO US DRAMATISTS,.. American playwrights are often 

without honor only in his own country, comments Watts, 

Post, after a summer filled with memories of the Euro- 

pean enthusiasm for our dramatists. Charges in Sun- 

day articles range from "too many message plays "to 

a neglect of important themes, though reviewer can't see 

how playwrights could be guilty ot both counts at the 

Same time. US important dramatists are serious artists 

using vital themes, the issues they contemplate are no 

less important because the plays are not explicitly topical 

When we have such distinguished postwar authors as 

Williams, Miller and Inge it seems somewhat paradoxical 

that the virtues of US theatre should be so patronized at 

home. 


BACKSTAGE TOUR...Gwen Verdon, Redhead, told Watt, News, 
at 7 PM on a backstage tour that she would like to do a 
Straight play and that she will appear in a drama on Plav- 
house 90 this fall.,.Robert Dhery, La Plume de ma Tante, 
told News reporter at 10 15 PM intermission that he will 
return to Paris to do a straight play. As for the present 
revue he feels the cast has been together too long, some 
items have been presented 3000 times... Watt also paused 
during evening at 9 30 PM for brief chat with Sidney Poi ter, 
Raisin in the Sun. 


" Pros & Cons by TMK 


Shaw Triple Bill at the ambitious Provincetown Shaw 
Festival Repertory is an uneven mixture of good and bad GBS, 
with acting to match. "The Dark Lady of the Sonnets", Shaw's 
two -edged spoof of Shakespeare and a plea for a national 
theatre, is the best of the three playlets presented in both witty 
writing and for the remarkable performance of Margaret Brew- 
ster. This gentle English veteran making her NY debut is cer- 
tainly one of the finest elder actresses to appear in NY, onor 
Off Broadway, and the play is an event thanks to her stylish, 
letter-perfect portrayal of Queen Elizabeth. "Overruled", pre- 
sented earlier as a curtain raiser to "Buoyant Billions" is still 
an amusing debate on marriage, inspite of the variety of English 
accents presented by the onstage quartet. "Passion, Poison and 
Petrifaction" may have been funny to the English actors attend- 
ing the 1905 Theatrical Garden Party who knew exactly which 
French.farce and actors GBS was making fun of. But current 
patrons without this inside knowledge are advised to go home 
after the satisfying "Dark Lady" scene. 


x * 


The 7 30 PM Wed curtain test which promised increased 
business to productions not in the hit-class and which insured 
sub .urbanites of an evening at the theatre without getting home 
at 3 AM has bowed to the demands of theatre party agents and 
patrons who cannot make changes in their plans when given three 
or four months' advance notice. Announced Aug 13 as the unani- 
mous decision of all producer-members ot the League of NY 
Theatres, the 7 30 PM curtain was postponed until next season 
Sept 2. The actual start of the test was not until Oct 28. 
The theatre tickets involved, for shows in Nov. and Dec., may 
seem far off to the average theatre fan, but the pressure was 
enough to cancel what might have been an important innovation 
in theatre-going. The test is promised for next season, but 
don't count on it. Some new pressure group may be invented by 
then to postpone it for several more seasons. 


* 


Though theatre party ticket patrons may be so stunned 
after paying upwards of $25 per ticket that they are unable 
to alter their plans a quarter of a year in advance, second 
class souls who must order tickets to Sound of Music via mail 
can't make any plans at all until their tickets-arrive. Times' 
display ad urges prospective ticket buyers to specify "days 
of the week" convenient rather than specific dates, and even 
suggests " alternate days of the week." And if you seek, or 
need, a specific seat location, forget it, for the same ad tells 
you quite frankly that this is impossible. 


An actor requesting an usher to ask noisy patrons to 
be quiet andeven paying out of his own pocket to get offenders 
to leave is a unique idea that Jason Robards, Jr. reveals he in- 
stituted last season during the run of The Disenchanted. Actor 
who just finished portraying Macbeth at Cambridge and is now 
rehearsing for an NBC Sunday Showcase "People Kill People 
Sometimes" explained his action to Mulligan, AP. One evening 
it cost him $13.80 to get rid of a pair who kept talking through 
the first act. Certainly any intelligent audience would have 
passed the hat to repay the actor if asked! 


* * 


Off Broadway's newest theatre ,due to open Nov 17 at 
the site of the famed Cafe Society Downtown promises seats 
on movable platforms so that they can be re-arranged for 
diverse stage presentations, Arena theatre patronage has 
always been hazardous, especially for those in the front row. 
But we understand that it is harder to hit a moving target, so 
perhaps the innovation will prove more successful than orig- 
inally planned. 


Poiter has been replaced by Ossie Davis. 


Sept 7, 1959 THEATRE FACT CHART--CRITICAL DIGEST--139 E 47,NYC--EL 5-6894 


This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST presents up-to-date data on current business and 
critical reaction to current Broadway and Off Broadway shows. Top week end box office 
prices and opening dates are listed, 


SUBSCRIBERS may phone, write or call in person for any other specific data and/or for 
details of late reviews. 


"C"'-Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO votes filed by 7 NYC daily reviewers, PRO 
means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the critic 
predicted if show would be a commercial hit or not ( earn back its investment.) 


"B-Business- figures refer to percentage of gross sales last week. % Figures refer to 
percentage of past week's attendance and indicates current availability of tickets. CAP 
refers to corrected gross estimates by VARIETY past week and previous weeks' business, 
All figures in thousands of dollars. Thus 100% B Cap $68--$68 $64-etc- means tnat the past 
week the show was a sell-out, the previous week the business was $64,000, etc. 


BILLY BARNES REVUE 264 W 45 80% C- 2 Con- Times, News 


Golden $4.85 6/9/59 CI 6-6740 50% B- Cap $22- $11 $11 $10 $9- York 
DESTRY RIDES AGAIN 255 W 45 80% C- 2 Con-Times, H Trib- 3 raves 
Imperial $9, 40 4/23/59 CO 5-2412 85% B- Cap $67--$51 $45 $50 $50 $45 $49 
FLOWER DRUM SONG 246 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Post 

St James $8.05 12/1/58 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $62--$63 $63 $63 $63 $63 $63 
GYPSY 1681 Bway 100% C- 7 Pro- J Am milder on book 
Broadway $9.40 5/21/59 CI 7-7992 95% B- Cap $82--$78 $71 $83 $83 $83 $83 
J.B, 245 W 52 100% C- 7 pro- 2 OK J Daly-News, WTS 
ANTA $6.90 12/11/58 CI 6-6270 55% B- Cap $45--$24 $20 $22 $22 $21 $17 
LA PLUME 242 W 45 100% C- 6 raves- Times milder okay 
Royale $£.05 11/11/58 CI 5-5760 100% B- Cap $45--$45 $45 $45 $45 $45 V 
MAJORITY OF ONE 225 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- News- all raves co-stars 
Shubert $6.90 2/16/59 CI 6-5990 85% B- Cap $53--$46 $44 $47 $45 $45 $48 
MARRIAGZ GO ROUND 236 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro- Times, News, WTS 
Plymouti $6.90 10/29/56 Cl 6-9156 VACATION to Sept 15-Box Office Open 
MUSIC MAN 245 W 44 100% C- 6 pro raves show- H Trib milder 
Majestic $8.05 12/19/57 CI 6-0730 100% B- Cap $70--$70 $66 $66 $63 $65 $61 
MY FAIR LADY 235 W 51 100% C- 7 raves play- News OK P Charles 
nellinger $0.05 3/15/56 PL 7-7064 100% B- Cap $70--$70 $70 $70 $70 $70 $70 


PLEASURE OF COMPANY 255 wW 45 90% C- 1 Con- Post 
Music Box $6. 90 10/22/58 CI 6-4636 50% B- Cap $38--$20 $17 $19 $20 $20 $20 


RAISIN IN SUN 243 W 47 
Barrymore $6.90 3/11/59 CI 6-0390 


100% C- most raves, slight reservations 


100% B- Cap $41--$42 $42 $42 $42 $42 $42 


REDHEAD 226 W 46 80% C -1Con- Times- 6 raves G Verdon 
46th St $9.20 2/5/59 Cl 6-4271 80% B- Cap $62--$50 $48 $41 $48 $49 $56 
SWEET BIRD YOUTH 302 W 45 100% C- 7 pro- 6 raves- Post milder 
Beck $6.90 3/10/59 CI 6-6363 75% B- Cap $48--$38 $35 $37 $36 $36 $33 
TWO SEESAW 222 W 46 90% C- 1 Con- WTS- On Original cast 
Bootn $6.90 1/16/52 Cl 6-5969 35 % B- Cap $31--$13 $14 $12 $11 $8 $9 
WORLD S WONG 235 W 44 60% C- 4 Pro- Mir, J Am, WTS, Post 
Broadaurst $6.90 10/14/5€ CI 6-6699 60% B- Cap $47--$28 $25 $27 $27 $26 


LONDON CALENDAR 


Merry Widow-Coliseum 9/1 
Darling Buds of May- Saville 9/2 
Crooked Mile- Cambridge 9/10 


CD PROS & CONS 


PROS: Gypsy, La Plume, Majority of One, Music Man, My Fair Lady, Pleasure Company, 
Raisin in Sun, Redhead, Sweet Bird, Two Seesaw 
Boyfriend, Buoyant Billions-Getting Married, Leave it to Jane, Our Town, 
Once Upon Mattress , Many Luves, 3 Penny Opera--Merry Wives Windsor 


CONS: Billy Barnes Revue, Destry, JB, Marriage Go Round, World S, Wong, 
Enemy of P. ople---All's Well That Ends Well 


RATINGS OF NYC CRITICS 


1956-59 season ratings of NYC drama critics on current On and Off Broadway shows by 
CRITICAL DIGEST. %CD figures are percentage of pro votes in comparison to con votes 
onboth On and Off Broadway shows, details of each under On Pro, On Con, Off Pro, Off Con. 
Variety seasonal ratings are percentages of favorable ( predicting hits properly) reviews 
filed by reviewers for entire season for On Broadway shows only. 


35 shows CD % On Pro On Con Off Pro Off Con Variety '57-58 '56-57 
Times 70% 12 4 14 5 . 340 291 
H. Tribune 13 3 15 4 320 
Mirror 90% 15 1 16 3 458 446 
News 70% 13 3 12 7 . 500 . 541 
J. American 80% 15 1 14 5 . 500 . 469 
Post 80% 13 3 15 4 448 . 404 
W.Tele-Sun 90% 15 1 16 3 - 600 234 


OFF BROADWAY 
BOY FRIEND 38 Comm 5 Pro- Times, nm Trib, J Am, 
Cherry Lane $4, 60 1/26/56 CH 2-4468 WTS, Post 
ENEMY OF PEOPLE 100-7th Av S 4 Pro- Times, Trib, WTS, Post 
Actors Play $4.60 2/4/59 OR 5-1036 3 Con- News, Mirror, J Am 
LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 5 Pro- 
Sher Sq $4.50 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 
MARK TWAIN TONIGHT! 125 W 41 7 Pro- Unanimous for one man 
4lst St $4.60 4/6/59 BR 9-3631 show by Hal Holbrook 
ONCE UPON A MATTRESS 189-2nd Av 6 Pro- 
Phoenix $4.95 5/11/59 AL 4-0525 1 Con- News 
OUR TOWN 5 Sher Sq 7 Pro- Unanimous approval 
Circle $4, 50 3/23/59 OR 5-9437 revival Wilder prize play 
SHARE MY LETTUCE 185 Thomp 
Village Gate $3.50 7/28/59 GR 7-5335 4 Con -News, Post, WTS, J Am 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times, H Trib, Post 
De Lys $4.85 9/20/55 WA 4-8782 
WALTZ OF TOREADORS 162-2nd Av 3 Pro- in Trib J Am, Post 
Cricket $3.60 4/6/59 OR 4-3960 


SHAW REPERTORY 133 Mac Doug Buoy Bill- 6 pro- | Con- Mirror 


Province $3.90 5/26/59 GR 7-9894 Gett Marr- 4 Pro- | Con-J Am-No News 
3 One Acts-4 Pro-l Con-Times-NoT,M, 

LIVING REPERTORY 530-6th Av Many Loves-l Pro-Times- 2 Con 

Living Theatre $3.45 1/13/59 CH 3-4569 Conn- 5 Con- | pro- Post (Watts) 

SHAKES, REPERTORY NYC Phone Romeo-3 Pro-Trib, J Am, VTS-4 Con 

Stratford $5.75 6/12/59 Mu 7-1272 ferry Wives- 6 Pro- No WTS 


All's Well-3 Pro-Trib, J Am,B st,2 Con 


TV THEATRE PROGRAMS 


Oct 26- NBC- Winterset onHall of Fame; 


Nov 13- NBC- Man in Dog Suit with Art Carney 
Nov 15- NBC- A Doll's House on hall of Fame 


Jan 8- NBC- Our Town with Art Carney 


Feb 2- NBC- Tempest on Hall of Fame with Maurice Evans 
Apr 10- NBC- Cradle Song on Hall of Fame with Judith Anderson 


THEATRE 


Shakuntala- St Marks 9/9 

Hamlet- - Little 9/9 

When Saints Have Fallen- Jan Hus 9/10 
Antigone- East 74- 9/15 

Mirandolina- Ring 9/15 

Japan Girl Theatre- Met Opera 9/16 
Much Ado About Nothing-Lunt 9/17 
Yves Montand- Miller 9/22 

3 Sisters- 4th St 9/22 

Simone- Gate 9/23 

Lend An Ear- Renata 9/24 

The Confederates-Theatre Marquee 9/28 
Power of Darkness- York 9/29 
Vincent- Cricket 9/30 

Illustrators Show-42nd & 9th 9/? 


Gang's All Here- Ambassador 10/1 
Great God Brown- Phoenix 10/5 
Orpheus Descending-Gramercy Arts 10/5 
Happy Town- 54th St 10/7 
Moonbirds- Cort 10/7 

At Drop of Hat- Golden 10/8 

Cneri- Morosco 10/12 

Burning Bright- Theatre East 10/12 
Misguided Tour-Downtown 10/12 
Summer 17th Doll- Players 10/13 
Golden Fleecing- Miller 10/15 
Deirdre of the Sorrows-Gate 10/15 
All The King's Men- East 74 10/15 
Heartbreak House- National 10/18 
Miracle Worker- Playhouse 10/19 
Warm Peninsula- Hayes 10/20 
Flowering Cherry- Lyceum 10/21 
Mother Courage- 10/21 

Take Me Along- Shubert 10/22 
Girls Against Boys- Alvin 10/27 
Ballad of Jazz St- Green Mews- 10/1 


Service, $25 per year 


CALENDAR 


And Thoughts of Youth-Provine 
Highest Tree- Longacre 11/4 

Tenth Man- Booth 11/5 

No Trifling With Love-St Marks 11/9 
Sound of Music- Lunt 11/12 

Only in America- Cort LI/l6 

Dinny and Witches-Cafe Society 11/17 
Jolly's Progress- 11/23 

Fiorella- Broadhurst 11/28 


Midnight Sun- 12/1 

Five Fingered Exercise-Music Box 12/2 
Silent Night, Lonely Night-Morosco 12/3 
Saratoga- W. Garden 12/7 

Time's Fool- ANTA 12/8 

Loss of Roses- Coronet 12/? 

Goodbye Charley-Lyceum 12/16 

Juniper and Pagans-12/25 

Dear Liar- 12/28 


Pink Jungle- Plymouth 1/11 
Last Days of Lincoln- 1/14 
Dealer's Choice- 1/17 
Deseret- Anderson- 1/26 


Mighty Man is He- 2/11 
The Visit- City Center 3/5 


Paris Not So Gay- 3/10 
Laurette- 3/17 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SER VICE---now 

in its 10th year of service to theatre professionals--directors-producers- 
investor s-editors--teachers--college libraries--drama departments-etc- 
coast to coast--presents each week of the year a concise 15 minute sum- 
mary of all theatre news, c »mments, reviews, etc- published in the past 
week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers, Plus Free Research 


Check attached.,... Bill Company. s+ 
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